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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Great Ayton Parish Council 

Held on Tuesday 17th May 2011 at 7.00 pm immediately following the  

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 

 

Present 

Cllrs: R Kirk (Chairman), Mrs F Greenwell, Mrs J Brown, G Readman, J Fletcher, R Hudson and S Jackson. 

Ms J S Cumbor (Parish Clerk).    Others Present:  H Atkinson, P Suggitt, County Cllr Mrs H Moorhouse, PC Glyn Jones, and 2 

Members of the Public. 

 

1. Apologies – None 

2. Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda  – None 

 

3. Members of the Public invited to address the Council  

3.1 Library Update – Mr Pearce advised the Parish Council that NYCC had stated a change in strategy, following the 

Consultation Process.  NYCC would now look at sharing the cost savings across all Libraries.   It was felt that this 

would mean the Great Ayton Library would remain open but with some level of Community support as previously 

explored at a Meeting the Save Great Ayton Library Group had with NYCC in April.   The Group were waiting for NYCC 

to get back to them and follow up the previous discussions.  The Group hoped to hold the next Public Meeting late 

June.    Cllrs Fletcher and Kirk said they hoped that the Group, on behalf of the Village, would be able to grasp the 

opportunity to improve/enhance the Library facility and make it work.   Cllr Readman stated he felt NYCC’s 

commitment to staffing of the Library would need to be determined before other aspects agreed.    Mr Pearce 

thanked the Parish Council for their support.    

 

4. Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting for Tuesday 26
th

 April 2011 were approved and signed. 

 

5. Police Business 

5.1 The Statistics for April were discussed.  It was noted that anti-social behaviour continued to be high.  PC Jones 

advised the Police were tackling this issue and increasing patrols, particularly at weekends; in addition they were 

looking at tactics and applying for an operational order.   Broadacres were also assisting the Police. 

5.2 PC Jones stated that it was important that the Public assisted the Police by recording and reporting incidents.  Cllr 

Kirk advised the new Councillors that it was important to encourage the Public to build up a log of information that 

the Police could use as evidence. 

 

6. Council Services Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report.    

 

7. Matters arising from the minutes (for information only) 

7.1. Village Hall – Cllr Kirk advised he was approaching people to form a Village Hall Committee.  Minute continued. 

7.2 Environmental Agency Flood Defences 

 7.2.1 Flood Storage area at the Riverside – It was advised the Contractor would be revisiting site to make some 

adjustments to the banking and sow grass seed. 

 7.2.2 Property Protection Scheme – The Clerk and Cllr Fletcher had reviewed the new Agreement with the 

Solicitor.   With the agreement of the EA the Solicitor would be re-drafting the Agreement.  The Solicitor had 

expressed the need to use a reputable substantial contractor with relevant warranties and insurance to 

minimize Parish Council exposure and to ensure Insurance Company understand the nature of the 

Agreement and commented on the cover provided by the Council’s Insurance.     The Clerk was asked to 

circulate a list of the 50+ properties on the list.    Minute continued. 

 

8. Planning Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept decisions made in the Report. 

 

9. Correspondence and Information Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in 

the Report. 

 

10. Clerk’s Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report. 

 

11. Accounts Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report. 
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12. Councillors’ Reports  

12.1  Cllr Fletcher advised that the outfield growth at the Riverside needed to be cut back, it was agreed that the Cemetery 

Superintendent and Mr Suggitt would be asked to attend to this.  

12.2  Cllr Readman reported that a member of the Public had complained that there were a lot of “For Sale and Rent” 

boards at the entrance to Leven Court making the areas untidy.   The Clerk was asked to contact the Management 

Committee of Leven Hall to see what could be done. 

12.3 Cllr Jackson reported that many members of the Public had brought to his attention that speeding had increased 

along Guisborough Road.   Two out of three had even intimated that they would be prepared to contribute towards a 

flashing sign.   Cllr Kirk commented that such signs were very expensive.   Cllr Mrs Brown added that a lot of wagons 

were speeding along Guisborough Road.   It was agreed that the Clerk should follow the relevant process for this area 

to be monitored. 

 

The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 21
st

 June 2011 in the Children’s Room at the Friends Meeting House. 
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